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NEW CHAPTER OF LEADERSHIP

A New Chapter of Leadership at IIPM Bengaluru !

Dr.S.Senthil Vinayagam
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It is our privilege to warmly welcome Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director of the Indian Institute of
Plantation Management (IIPM), Bengaluru, an Autonomous Organization under the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Government of India.
Dr. Senthil Vinayagam began his career in January 1991 as a Programme Officer at ICAR,
Bengaluru, and over three decades has served in premier institutions including CRRI, NRC for
Soybean, RGNIYD, NIRD, MANAGE, Directorate of Sorghum Research, and ICAR–NAARM,
contributing to research, training, project leadership, and policy-oriented agricultural extension.
He has represented India as an expert in agricultural and rural development in South Africa, Kenya,
Liberia, Malawi, Afghanistan, and Sri Lanka. A prolific academician, he has authored 10 books,
published 40 research articles, contributed nearly 50 chapters and full papers, and presented over 70
conference papers, earning the Best Scientist Award (2020) and Best Trainer Award (2023) from
ICAR-NAARM.
Alongside his role as Director, IIPM, he serves as CEO of the Association for Innovation
Development of Entrepreneurship in Agriculture (ICAR-NAARM’s Technology Business
Incubator), which has supported over 350 startups, accelerated 80 enterprises, and facilitated
funding for more than 30 agribusiness startups.
With his vast academic and leadership experience, Dr. Senthil Vinayagam continues to inspire
innovation and excellence in agricultural and rural development. We are privileged to welcome him
to our institute.
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AAHARA PARVA 2K25 -  WORLD FOOD DAY

IIPMB Celebrates World Food Day with Focus on Innovation and Sustainability
IIPM Bengaluru celebrated World Food Day 2025 by organizing Aahara Parva 2K25 on the theme
“Hand in Hand for Better Foods and a Better Future” in Bengaluru on 29  October 2025. The event
highlighted innovation, collaboration, and sustainability in strengthening food systems.

th

Student competitions and presentations of innovative food product ideas were key highlights. The
institute thanks Prof. John Mano Raj S., Director (I/c), and Dr. Anukiruthika T., Faculty  Coordinator,
for their guidance. The programme concluded by reaffirming IIPMB’s commitment to developing
future leaders in sustainable agribusiness.

Mr. Unnikrishnan Vijayan, General Manager – Procurement,
ITC Ltd., served as Chief Guest, and Dr. Dhanakumar V. G.,
Former Director and Professor, IIPMB, was Guest of Honour,
along with industry experts as Special Guests. Speakers
shared insights on agri-food value addition, sustainable
agriculture, food innovation, and national initiatives like Eat
Right India and Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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SANGRAM’25 : ANNUAL SPORTS MEET

Teams Tea, Coffee, Rubber, and Spice displayed remarkable passion and sportsmanship
throughout the meet. The institute congratulates all participants and extends sincere appreciation
to the organizers and Faculty Coordinators, Dr. Bandaru Venugopal and Dr. Parvathi Jayaprakash,
for their efforts in making Sangram’25 a memorable and successful event.

Where Passion Meets Play: Sangram’25 at IIPM
The Indian Institute of Plantation Management hosted its Annual Sports Meet, Sangram’25, on 7th

November 2025, celebrating enthusiasm, teamwork, and healthy competition among students,
faculty and staff. Participants competed in a wide range of events including cricket, volleyball,
badminton, chess, carrom, throwball, and more, showcasing strong team spirit and camaraderie.

Coffee team emerged as Champions, Tea secured Runners-up, Spice claimed Third Place, and
Rubber finished in Fourth Place.
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IIPM Bengaluru marked Vigilance Awareness Week on 27th October 2026 with a shared purpose of
encouraging integrity, transparency, and accountability in public life. The campus came alive with
thoughtful conversations and meaningful participation, reflecting the institute’s commitment to shaping
responsible and ethical future leaders.
The programme focused on everyday ethics — being honest in small actions, taking responsibility for
decisions, and standing up for what is right. Through interactive sessions and open discussions, students
and faculty explored how vigilance is not just a policy, but a habit that begins with individuals and
grows into stronger institutions. The enthusiastic involvement of students, faculty members, and staff
added depth to the observance, turning it into a collective learning experience. IIPM Bengaluru once
again reaffirmed its dedication to good governance and ethical management education, reinforcing that
values matter just as much as professional skills.The event concluded on a hopeful note, with the
community renewing its resolve to remain vigilant in thought and action, and to contribute towards
building a society based on trust, fairness, and transparency.

CELEBRATIONS AT IIPMB

Vigilance Awareness Week 

Celebrating Unity in Diversity – Karnataka Rajyotsava & State Formation Day 
IIPM Bengaluru commemorated Karnataka Rajyotsava and State
Formation Day with great pride and cultural vibrance on 10
November 2025, honoring the spirit of progress, diversity, and
national unity. While inaugurating the event, Chief Guest Mr.
Dharmendra Kumar stressed on the importance and significance of
the day,  highlighting the rich heritage of India’s states. The values
of togetherness and inclusive growth were reinforced.

th

The celebration featured a series of engaging cultural activities,
including an inspiring speech session, spot painting competition,
mono acting, and energetic dance performances by students. 

OCT- DEC  2025 VOLUME 3        ISSUE 1

IIPM  - PULSE

Page : 04



CELEBRATIONS AT IIPMB

A special ramp walk by both teachers and students added
elegance and confidence to the occasion, showcasing
creativity and participation across the campus community. The
event concluded on a high note, leaving everyone enriched by
the colors of culture and the message of unity in diversity. It
was a memorable celebration that reflected IIPM Bengaluru’s
commitment to holistic development, cultural appreciation,
and collective progress.

IIPMB Marks Constitution Day :Upholding the Spirit of the Constitution
IIPMB celebrated the 76th Constitution Day on 26  November
2025, reaffirming its commitment to the ideals enshrined in the
Indian Constitution. The occasion was marked by the collective
recitation of the Constitution Pledge and a solemn reflection on
the principles of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. To
commemorate the day, the institute organized a series of creative
activities aimed at encouraging students to engage deeply 

th

with the values and purpose of the Constitution,
while fostering thoughtful participation and
dialogue. The celebration highlighted the
importance of constitutional awareness and
responsible citizenship, reinforcing IIPMB’s
mission to nurture informed, ethical, and socially
conscious individuals.
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IIPM Bengaluru, observed Veer Baal Diwas on 26   December 2025 to honor the courage and
sacrifice of India’s youth. The programme began with a ceremonial lamp lighting attended by the
Director, Programme Coordinator, and faculty.

th

Dr. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, highlighted the youth’s role in nation-building and the need to
instill values for a strong, self-reliant India. To mark the occasion, the institute held quiz, speech,
and essay competitions, which saw enthusiastic student participation.
The event concluded with a prize distribution ceremony, where Dr. Vinayagam awarded winners
and praised their performance. The observance ended on an inspiring note, reinforcing
responsibility and commitment to the ideals of Veer Baal Diwas. The institute expressed gratitude
to Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director  and Dr. Prakash K. C., Programme Coordinator for their
guidance and support.
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CELEBRATIONS AT IIPMB

Veer Baal Diwas
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Students of the AEBM 2024–26, FPBM 2025–27, and AEBM 2025–27 batches undertook an
insightful industrial visit to Reitzel India Pvt. Ltd., Kunigal, Karnataka, on 23  December 2025,
gaining valuable exposure to large-scale agri and food processing operations. The visit enabled
students to connect theoretical concepts with real-world applications in agribusiness management
and offered practical insights into post-harvest handling, processing, packaging, quality assurance
systems, export operations, regulatory certifications, and sustainability initiatives, including
rainwater harvesting and renewable energy adoption. The institute gratefully acknowledges the
guidance and support of Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, IIPMB, Mr. S. N. Mohan Kumar,
AGM – Human Resources, Reitzel India, and Dr. Anukiruthika T., Assistant Professor, IIPMB and
extends sincere appreciation to the Reitzel India team for their professionalism, hospitality, and
valuable knowledge sharing.

rd

IIPM -  PULSE
INDUSTRY CONNECT

Bridging Classroom Learning with Industry Practice: Industrial Visit to Reitzel
India
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MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

The Intelligent Researcher: AI Tools for Data-Driven Research

IIPM Bengaluru Organizes Training Programme on Millets and Fruits Processing
IIPM Bengaluru  organized a one-day training programme on
“Millets, Fruits Processing, Value Addition and Marketing
Opportunities” on 23rd December 2025 at the IIPM LBI
Centre at Pulivendula, Andhra Pradesh, for the executives,
entrepreneurs, and FPO CEOs and Directors.

The programme was coordinated by Dr. D. Nabirasool, Assistant Professor, IIPMB. Sessions were
delivered by Ms. Er. S. Nazma Hafeeza, HoD, Food Engineering, CFST, Pulivendula, Dr. M. Sai
Srinivas, Assistant Professor, CFST, Pulivendula, and Dr. D. Nabirasool.

The programme focused on applying AI tools across various stages of the research process to
transform data into actionable insights. The programme is particularly relevant for participants
working in social sciences, sustainability, educational innovations, and agribusiness research. The
programme was coordinated by Dr. Dinesh Jain, with Dr. Shreya Pal serving as the Co-coordinator. 

IIPM Bengaluru conducted a short-duration MDP titled
“The Intelligent Researcher: AI Tools for Data-Driven
Research”, through online mode on 12  and 13
December 2025,  for academicians, research scholars,
and research professionals, seeking to enhance their
research capabilities using artificial intelligence.

th th

The valedictory session was
addressed by Dr. M. Madhava,
Associate Dean, and Dr. M.
Kirthy Reddy, I/c Associate
Dean, CFST, Pulivendula, who
highlighted the importance of
value addition and market-driven
agribusiness .
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SAMAGAM 2K25 : ALUMNI MEETS

Strengthening Bonds Beyond Campus:  Pune Chapter
IIPMB alumni gathered for SAMAGAM 2025 – Pune Chapter on 12
December 2025, to strengthen cross-batch connections and the institute’s
alumni network through meaningful interactions. A key highlight was an
address by Mr. Rajesh Pandey, Founder & CEO, AgAutomative Pvt. Ltd.,
who shared insights on emerging technologies, industry trends, and alumni
collaboration. The presence of Mr. Prasad Waghade, Vice President – West
Zone Alumni Association, and Mr. Akshay Jadhav, Alumni Association
Member, further enriched discussions. The institute expressed gratitude to
Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, and Dr. Prakash K. C., Faculty
Coordinator, for their guidance, and to all alumni for making the event 

th

memorable . 

Celebrating Connections and Strengthening Legacies:  Bengaluru Chapter
IIPMB hosted SAMAGAM 2025 – Alumni Meet (Bengaluru
Chapter) on 6  December 2025, bringing together alumni from
across programmes for reflection, engagement, and renewed
connections. The event was graced by the Chief Guest, Mr.
Muthuswamy S., Senior Manager – Corporate Applications,
Microchip Technology Inc.  and Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director,
IIPMB, and Mr. Anuj Sharma, President, IIPMB Alumni association 

th

institutional growthwhose addresses shared insights on leadership, industry trends, and alumni roles in 
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Reconnecting through Memories and Milestones:  Hyderabad Chapter
IIPMB alumni gathered for SAMAGAM 2025 – Hyderabad Chapter on 22  November 2025,
coming together for a meaningful reunion marked by shared memories, renewed connections, and
collective reflection. The meet provided a warm platform for alumni to revisit campus experiences,
exchange ideas, and explore meaningful ways to contribute to the institute’s continued growth. The
interactions were filled with enthusiasm, inspiration, and a strong sense of belonging. The institute
extends its sincere gratitude to Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, Prof. John Mano Raj S,
Professor, and Dr. Prakash K. C., Faculty Coordinator, along with all participating alumni, for
making the event truly memorable and impactful

nd

The meet featured thought-provoking discussions, introduction of newly elected Alumni Association
members, sector-focused career conversations, and networking sessions. The discussions highlighted
mentorship, industry collaboration, CSR initiatives, and knowledge exchange as key to strengthening
the alumni community.
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SAMAGAM 2K25 : ALUMNI MEETS
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 Prof. Uday S. Tate
Professor of Marketing, Marshall

University (USA)
Topic: Hard Skills vs Soft Skills

Mr. Ganesh Kumar B,
Principal Scientist & Head, HRM Division, and
Principal Coordinator (PGDM-ABM), ICAR-

NAARM) 
Topic: Strengthening India’s Agri-Ecosystem 

Mr. Yakshith Kiran,
 Co-founder of Viyaat Agro 

Topic: Navigating Recruitment and Career
Development in Agri-Business

IIPM  - PULSE
CORPORATE TALKS & GUEST LECTURES

Mr. Venkitakrishnan N C
Chief Commercial Officer, Neumann Kaffee Gruppe

(NKG), Bengaluru .
Topic: From Green Bean to Global Cup: Coffee

Supply Chain Excellence

Mr. Vishwanath Sadamate,
Agriculture Extension Specialist and former Advisor
(Agriculture) to the Planning Commission of India

Topic: Guiding the Next Generation of Agricultural
Leaders

 Dr. D. Rafi
ICAR- Millet Research

Topic: Millet Value Chains and Entrepreneurship

Mr. Haresh Rane,
Product Manager – Insecticides, Biostadt India Limited

Topic: Inside the Agri-Input Industry: Marketing &
Management Lessons for Future Leaders
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Coffee Board :
IIPMB undertook a study to evaluate the Integrated Coffee Development
Project (ICDP) implemented by the Coffee Board during the plan period
2024–25 to 2025–26.The research team comprised of Dr. John Mano Raj. S,
Prof. Prof. Manmohan Yadav, Dr. Venkateswaran. K, Dr. Dinesh Jain  & Dr.
Shilpa S Kokatnur. The ICDP aimed to enhance the productivity, quality,
and sustainability of coffee cultivation through the interventions such as  

replantation, irrigation, farm mechanization, pest and disease management, and infrastructure
development. The evaluation assessed the effectiveness of these interventions, with particular
emphasis on their impact on small coffee growers, by analyzing stakeholder feedback, field-level
experiences, and key performance indicators. The study sought to identify strengths, gaps, and
opportunities for policy improvement to ensure that the scheme remained relevant, inclusive, and
responsive to the evolving needs of India’s coffee sector.

Spices Board :
IIPMB conducted an independent evaluation of the Sustainability in Spice
Sector through Progressive Innovative Collaborative Interventions for Export
Development (SPICED) Scheme implemented by the Spices Board of India
during the period 2023–24 to 2025–26. The research team comprised of Dr.
John Mano Raj S, Dr. Prakash K C, Dr. Archana Thulaseedharan, Dr. Lavanya
B T, and Dr. Naveen B R. The evaluation examined the design, implementation,
and outcomes of the scheme’s multi-component interventions covering productivity enhancement,
post-harvest quality upgradation, technological interventions, research and development, capacity
building, market expansion, and trade promotion. Using a combination of primary and secondary
data, stakeholder consultations, and performance indicators, the study assessed effectiveness,
inclusiveness, and operational efficiency, with particular emphasis on small and marginal farmers,
FPOs, SC/ST groups, women stakeholders, MSMEs, and the North Eastern Region. The
evaluation identified key achievements, implementation challenges, and evidence-based
recommendations to strengthen policy coherence, delivery mechanisms, and the long-term
sustainability of the Indian spice sector.

IIPMB undertook an independent evaluation of the Sustainable and Inclusive Development of the
Natural Rubber Sector (SID-NR) Scheme implemented by the Rubber Board during the period
2023–24 to 2025–26. The research team comprised of Dr. John Mano Raj S, Dr. Narendran. 

Rubber Board :
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IIPMB undertook an independent evaluation of the Tea Development and
Promotion Scheme (TDPS) implemented by the Tea Board under the
Department of Commerce during 2023–24 to 2025–26. The research team
comprised of Dr. John Mano Raj S, Dr. Venkateswaran. K, Dr. Parvathi
Jayaprakash and Dr. Shreya Pal. The evaluation assessed scheme design,
implementation processes, and early outcomes across integrated components 

Tea Board

including plantation development and quality upgradation , market promotion and export support,
technological intervention, research and development, welfare and capacity building, and
institutional establishment. It examined the scheme’s effectiveness in addressing structural
challenges such as ageing plantations, productivity stagnation, quality and compliance requirements,
market access constraints, digital gaps, and socio-economic vulnerabilities of tea workers and small
growers. Using a mixed-method approach involving secondary data analysis, field surveys,
stakeholder consultations, focus group discussions, and results-based frameworks, the study
identified key achievements, regional variations, and implementation bottlenecks. The TDPS was
found to be strategically relevant and aligned with national priorities on sustainability, Digital India,
export competitiveness, and the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision. While measurable impacts are limited due
to early implementation, the evaluation offers evidence-based recommendations to improve
inclusiveness, simplify procedures, strengthen outcome orientation, scale technology and research
interventions, and enhance institutional efficiency to ensure long-term effectiveness and global
competitiveness of the Indian tea sector.

K, Dr. Parvathi Jayaprakash and Dr. Shreya Pal. The evaluation examined
the design, implementation, and outcomes of integrated interventions
covering plantation development, research, technology adoption, processing
and marketing support, human resource development, and institutional
strengthening. Special emphasis was placed on assessing the scheme’s
effectiveness in improving productivity, sustainability, and the

livelihood of small rubber growers and allied stakeholders across traditional and non-traditional
regions. Using field surveys, stakeholder consultations, and performance indicators, the study
identified key achievements, implementation gaps, and emerging challenges, and provided
evidence-based recommendations to enhance policy effectiveness, inclusivity, and long-term
sectoral resilience.
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Horticultural College and Research
Institute, Paiyur , Tamil Nadu

(Krishnagiri District)
 Dr Prakash K. C and Dr Venugopal

 26-11-2025

College of Horticulture, Parvathipuram
 Andhra Pradesh
 Dr D Nabirasool

 10-12-2025

College of Sericulture, Chintamani
 Karnataka (KTK)
 Dr Narendran K

 19-12-2025

SBVR Agriculture College, Badvel
 Andhra Pradesh

 Dr D Nabirasool and Dr B. Venugopal
 26-12-2025

College of Horticulture, Kolar
 Karnataka (KTK)
 Dr Narendran K

 19-12-2025

ADHIYAMAN COLLEGE OF
AGRICULTURE AND RESEARCH, 

Tamil Nadu 
 Dr Prakash K. C and Dr Venugopal

26-11-2025

ACADEMIC SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (ASR)
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1 . Pal, S. (2026). Public-private partnership in energy investment and
inclusive growth. Energy Policy, 210, 115010.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2025.115010 
2 . Villanthenkodath, M. A., & Pal, S. (2025). Economic and agricultural
contributions of fisheries in India: a comparison between inland and marine
fisheries. SN Business & Economics, 6(1), 5.
3 . Chen, C., Pal, S., Mahalik, M. K., & Gozgor, G. (2026). The impact of 

financial inclusion on sustainable development: Evidence from BICS economies. Research in the
International Business and Finance, 82, 103224.    
 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ribaf.2025.103224 

Dr. Shreya Pal contributed to the following publications
:

Dr . Shreya Pal
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Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, IIPMB invited as
Chief Guest for the Industry Academia Conclave 2025
on Future-Ready Agriculture: Integrating Science,
Technology, and Policy for Sustainable Agriculture
Development, organized by VIT School of Agricultural
Innovations and Advanced Learning (VAIAL) on 17
December 2025 at VIT, Vellore.

th

Dr. S. John Mano Raj, Director I/c invited as
Guest of Honour for the 146th Annual
Conference, organized by Codagu Planters’
Association on 31  October 2025 in Madikeri. st

FACULTY ACHIEVEMENTS
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Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam was invited to deliver Special Address at the “GI Mahotsav 3.0-
Geographical Indication Products Exhibition”, organized by NABARD–Madurai Agribusiness
Incubation Forum (MABIF), funded by the Ministry of MSME and supported by NABARD &
TNAU on 5  December 2025 at CFTRI, Mysore th
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FACULTY PARTICIPATION
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Dr. Naveen B R participated in the virtual 7th National Seminar on E-Learning & E-Learning
Technologies (ELELTECH India 2025), organized by C-DAC on 29th December 2025.

Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam, Director, IIPMB, participated in the State Level Sensitization
Workshop on Agri Clinics & Agri Business Centres (ACABC) Scheme, organized by
NABARD Karnataka Regional Office on 23rd December 2025 in Bengaluru.

Dr. Archana Thulaseedharan nominated to attend the Zonal Conference MSME-Samvad on
“Cost and Competitiveness of MSMEs in India”, organized by CMTI on 6th December 2025
in Bengaluru.

Dr. K. Venkateswaran attended online-mode FDP on Next-Generation Research Skills:
Integrating AI in Academic Paper Writing and Presentation, organized by Jain University
between 2nd & 6th December 2025 in Bengaluru.

Dr. K. C. Prakash and Dr. Archana Thulaseedharan nominated to attend the RAMP Programme
– Incubation Scheme Awareness Workshop, organized by the Directorate of MSME, Dept of
Industries & Commerce, Govt of Karnataka on 8th October 2025 in Bengaluru

Dr. Dinesh Jain and Dr. Parvathi Jayaprakash were associated as Knowledge Partners for the
Centenary Celebrations of Central Coffee Research Institute (CCRI), held from 20th to 22nd
December 2025 at CCRI.
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STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
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Koushik K. R. and Shravana P. H. are 2  year PGDM
(ABPM) students. They participated in SAMDHAN, held
at NAARM, Hyderabad, where they demonstrated strong
analytical and problem-solving skills. Their performance
earned them recognition as Top 5 National Finalists, for
which they received a Winner Certificate.

nd

Koushik K. R. and Sudeep Gowda G. S. are 2  year
PGDM (ABPM) students who actively engage in inter-
institutional competitions to enhance their managerial and
analytical exposure. They participated in Beyond Borders,
held at SIBM, Bengaluru, and secured 3  place, for which
they received a Winner Certificate.

nd

rd

Ajay Kumar and Koushik K. R. are 2  year PGDM
(ABPM) students. They participated in Dattansh, a Data
Analytics event held at MANAGE, Hyderabad, where they
showcased strong analytical and data-driven skills. Their
performance earned them 3rd place, and they were awarded
with Winner Certificate for their achievement.

nd
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Raj Kumar S
(AEBM 2024-26)

Hasmitha
(AEBM 2024-26)

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

 Shifana A
(AEBM 2024-26)

CONTACT
Administration: +91-80-23211716 (EPABX)    

newsletter@iipmb.edu.in
Indian Institute of Plantation Management
Bengaluru Jnana Bharathi Campus, P.O.

Malathalli, Bengaluru - 560 056.

iipm_bengaluru iipm_bangaloreIndian Institute of Plantation
Management, Bengaluru (IIPMB)

Indian Institute of Plantation
Management, Bengaluru - IIPMB

Patron:
 Prof. Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam

(Director , IIPMB) 

EDITORIAL TEAM

 Editor: 
Dr. Parvathi Jayaprakash

(Assistant Professor, IIPMB) 

Veni
ABPM 2025-27)

Ashish
(ABPM 2025-27)

Chandraprakash
(ABPM 2025-27)

Yash
  (ABPM 2025-27)

Upcoming Events ...
Republic day
Industrial Visit
Management Fest - Nirvah .
Capacity Building training Programme 
Investors Exporters Meet

 Editor-in-Chief:
 Prof. Dr. John Mano Raj. S

(Professor, IIPMB) 
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